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organization to microfilm records at 
that facility. NARA will establish the 
number of camera spaces available to a 
single project based upon the total 
number of projects approved for film-
ing at that time. 

(c) The request must include: 
(1) A description of the documents to 

be copied which includes the following 
elements: 

(i) Agency of origin or, for donated 
historical materials, title of the collec-
tion, 

(ii) Title of series or file segment; 
(iii) Date span; and 
(iv) Estimated volume in number of 

pages or cubic feet. 
(2) The estimated amount of time 

(work-days) that the microfilm copy-
ing project will take; the date that the 
requester would like to begin the 
project; and the number of persons who 
would require training (see 
§ 1254.100(b)). 

(3) The number and a description of 
the equipment that will be used for 
copying including: 

(i) The name of the manufacturer and 
model number; and 

(ii) The type of light source to be em-
ployed (fluorescent, tungsten, or elec-
tronic flash) and if electronic flash 
(i.e., strobe) or fluorescent, whether 
the light source is filtered to omit ul-
traviolet radiation. 

(4) A statement of the procedures 
which will be followed to ensure that 
all pages are copied, that the images on 
the microfilm are legible, and that the 
microfilm is properly processed. At a 
minimum, the procedures should meet 
the requirements specified in part 1230 
of this chapter regarding the micro-
filming of permanent records. 

(d) The requester must agree to cred-
it the National Archives or the par-
ticular Presidential Library having 
custody of the original documents. The 
credit must appear at the beginning of 
a microfilm publication and in any 
publicity material or descriptions of 
the publication. 

(1) If the original documents are Fed-
eral records, the requester must agree 
to include on the film this statement: 
‘‘The documents reproduced in this 
publication are among the records of 
the (name of agency) in the custody of 
the National Archives of the United 

States. No copyright is claimed in 
these official U.S. Government 
records.’’

(2) If the original documents are do-
nated historical materials, the re-
quester must agree to include on the 
film this statement: ‘‘The documents 
reproduced in this publication are do-
nated historical materials from (name 
of donor) in the custody of the (name of 
Presidential library or National Ar-
chives). The National Archives admin-
isters them in accordance with the re-
quirements of the donor’s deed of gift 
and the U.S. Copyright Law, Title 17, 
U.S.C.’’. 

(3) If the original documents are pres-
idential or vice-presidential records as 
specified in 44 U.S.C. 2201, the requester 
must agree to include on the film this 
statement: ‘‘The documents reproduced 
in this publication are presidential 
records in the custody of the (name of 
Presidential library or National Ar-
chives of the United States). NARA ad-
ministers them in accordance with the 
requirements of Title 44, U.S.C. No 
copyright is claimed in these official 
presidential records.’’

(4) If the original documents are 
records of Congress, the requester must 
agree to include on the film this state-
ment: ‘‘The documents reproduced in 
this publication are among the records 
of the (House of Representatives/Sen-
ate) in the physical custody of Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (NARA). NARA administers 
them in accordance with the require-
ments of the (House/Senate). 

(e) If the person or organization pro-
ducing the film plans to copyright the 
microfilm publication, the National 
Archives and Records Administration 
must be given a royalty-free worldwide 
license to sell the publication seven 
years after filming at the NARA facil-
ity is completed, or earlier if there is 
no commercial distributor. 

[52 FR 20081, May 29, 1987; 52 FR 22415, June 
11, 1987, as amended at 59 FR 29195, June 6, 
1994; 64 FR 19904, Apr. 23, 1999]

§ 1254.94 Criteria for granting the re-
quests. 

(a) NARA will evaluate the requests 
on the basis of the extent to which 
completion of a proposed project would 
further NARA’s efforts to preserve and 
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to make available to the public the his-
torically valuable records of the Gov-
ernment. 

(1) In considering multiple requests 
to film at the same time, NARA will 
give priority to microfilming records 
that have research value for a variety 
of studies or that contain basic infor-
mation for fields of research in which 
researchers have demonstrated sub-
stantial interest. 

(2) The records to be filmed should be 
reasonably complete and not subject to 
future additions, especially of appre-
ciable volumes, within the original 
body of records. Records with pending 
or future end-of-series additions are ap-
propriate for filming. 

(3) The records to be filmed should 
not have substantial numbers of docu-
ments withdrawn because of con-
tinuing security classification or pri-
vacy or other restriction. 

(b) NARA will approve only requests 
to microfilm a complete body of docu-
ments, such as an entire series or a 
major continous segment of a very 
large series which is reasonably divis-
ible. Microfilming a complete body of 
documents means that all documents 
within the file unit(s) to be micro-
filmed will be consecutively copied, 
from the first to the last page, not 
skipping any pages in between except 
for pages that are exact duplicates or 
blank pages that are not included in a 
pagination scheme. 

(c) NARA will normally approve only 
requests which include assurances that 
the project will adhere to the specifica-
tions in part 1230 of this chapter which 
concern microfilm stock standards, 
index placement, and microfilm proc-
essing for permanent records. 

(d) NARA will approve only requests 
which specify that NARA will receive a 
first generation silver halide duplicate 
negative containing no splices made 
from the original camera negative of 
the microform record created in ac-
cordance with part 1230 of this chapter. 
NARA may waive any of the require-
ments of this paragraph at its discre-
tion. 

(1) NARA may use this duplicate neg-
ative microform to make duplicate 
preservation and reference copies. The 
copies may be made available for 
NARA and public use in NARA facili-

ties and programs immediately upon 
receipt, subject to the limitation in 
paragraph (d)(2) of this section. 

(2) NARA may also sell copies of the 
microform seven years after filming at 
the NARA facility is completed, or ear-
lier if there is no commerical dis-
tributor. NARA may choose to add its 
own editorial material to the 
microform copies which NARA distrib-
utes or sells. 

(3) Detailed roll lists must be deliv-
ered with the microfilm. The lists must 
give the full range of file titles and a 
complete list of all file numbers on 
each roll of microfilm. NARA prefers 
that the list be provided in a fielded, 
electronic format to facilitate its use 
by staff and researchers. If the elec-
tronic format is a data file with defined 
or delimited fields, the records layout 
identifying the fields, any coded values 
for fields, and explanations of any 
delimiters should be transferred with 
the list. 

(4) Microfilm projects may donate to 
NARA additional indexes and/or find-
ing aids. NARA and the microfilm 
project will execute a deed of gift that 
will specify restrictions on NARA’s use 
and dissemination of these products 
under mutually acceptable terms. 

(e) NARA will not approve any re-
quest that does not include all of the 
information required by § 1254.92. 

(f) NARA will normally not approve 
requests to microfilm documents: 

(1) Which have previously been 
microfilmed and made available to the 
public; 

(2) Which have been approved for 
microfilming by another party; or 

(3) Which NARA plans to film as a 
NARA microfilm publication or which 
relate closely to other documents pre-
viously microfilmed or approved for 
microfilming by NARA. Exceptions to 
this provision may be granted at the 
discretion of NARA. 

(g) NARA will normally not approve 
requests to microfilm the following 
categories of documents: 

(1) Documents which include docu-
ments with general or specific restric-
tions on access that preclude their re-
production; 

(2) Documents which include docu-
ments which are known to be protected 
by copyright; 

VerDate jul<14>2003 11:06 Aug 11, 2003 Jkt 200134 PO 00000 Frm 00796 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200134T.XXX 200134T



797

National Archives and Records Administration § 1254.96

(3) Documents of high intrinsic value 
which may be handled only by author-
ized NARA personnel; 

(4) Documents in vulnerable physical 
condition; 

(5) Documents having a high research 
demand and which would have to be de-
nied to others for an extended period of 
time during the microfilming process. 
Where possible, NARA will assist re-
questers in developing filming sched-
ules that avoid the need to close docu-
ments for a lengthy period of time; and 

(6) Oversize documents, bound vol-
umes, and other formats that would be 
subject to excessive stress and possible 
damage from special equipment 
planned to be used by the requester, as 
well as documents fastened with grom-
mets, heavy duty staples, miscella-
neous fasteners, or wafers and other 
adhesives that cannot be removed 
without tearing or breaking docu-
ments. 

(h) NARA will normally not approve 
requests from persons or organizations 
who have failed to produce usable 
microfilm or to honor commitments 
made in previous requests, or who have 
had a previous permission to microfilm 
documents rescinded because of their 
conduct. 

(i) NARA will not approve requests to 
microfilm records in NARA facilities in 
which there is insufficient space avail-
able for private microfilming. NARA 
also will not approve requests where 
the only space available for filming is 
in the facility’s research room, and 
such work would disturb researchers. 
NARA will not move records from a fa-
cility lacking space for private micro-
filming to another NARA facility for 
that purpose. When a NARA facility 
does not have enough space to accom-
modate all the requests made, NARA 
may schedule separate projects by lim-
iting the time allowed for each par-
ticular project or by requiring projects 
to alternate in the use of the space. 

(j) Federal agencies microfilming 
records in support of the agency’s mis-
sion may use the space set aside for 
private microfilming. Agency micro-
filming takes precedence over private 
microfilming when there is insufficient 
space to accommodate both at the 
same time. 

(k) NARA will not approve requests 
to microfilm records when there is not 
enough staff to provide the necessary 
support services, including document 
preparation, training of private 
microfilmers, and monitoring the film-
ing. 

(l) NARA will not approve the start 
of a project to microfilm records until 
the requestor has agreed in writing to 
the amount and schedule of fees for 
any training, microfilm preparation, 
and monitoring by NARA staff that is 
necessary to support that specific 
project. NARA’s letter of tentative ap-
proval for the project will include an 
agreement detailing the records in the 
project and the detailed schedule of 
fees for NARA services for the project. 
NARA will give final approval when 
NARA receives the requestor’s signed 
copy of the agreement. 

[52 FR 20081, May 29, 1987, as amended at 64 
FR 19905, Apr. 23, 1999]

§ 1254.96 Microfilm preparation. 

(a) As part of its evaluation of a re-
quest to microfilm documents, NARA 
will determine the amount of micro-
film preparation that NARA must do 
before the documents can be micro-
filmed and the estimated cost of such 
preparation. The fees for microfilm 
preparation will be based on direct sal-
ary costs (including benefits) and sup-
ply costs when NARA staff performs 
the work. When the work is performed 
by a NARA contractor, the fees will be 
the cost to NARA. Microfilm prepara-
tion includes: 

(1) Removing document fasteners 
from documents when the fasteners can 
be removed without damage to the doc-
uments; and 

(2) Taking any document conserva-
tion actions that must be accomplished 
in order to film the documents, such as 
document flattening or mending. 

(b) NARA will provide the requester 
detailed information on the fees for 
microfilm preparation in the letter of 
approval. Payment of fees will be made 
in accordance with § 1258.14 of this 
chapter. When a body of documents 
will require extensive microfilm prepa-
ration, a different payment schedule 
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